Unit 13 «» Session 1

THE KINGDOM DIVIDED
1Kings 11-13

HOW MANY GODS ARE THERE?
THERE IS ONE TRUE GOD WHO ALONE DESERVES WORSHIP.

Solomon, the King of Israel, started out following God wholeheartedly, but
later he was unfaithful to God by worshiping idols. The Lord was angry with
him and said, “Since you have not kept my covenant and laws, I will tear your
kingdom in two. One tribe will be given to your son, and the rest of Israel will
follow another king”

After Solomon died, his son Rehoboam (ree huh BOH uhm) became the
new king. Jeroboam (jer uh BOH uhm) and the people of Israel came to
Rehoboam and said, “Your father Solomon was a very harsh king. We are
willing to follow you as our king, if you will be less harsh with us.”

Rehoboam replied, “Come back in three days, and [ will give you an answer
to your request.” The elders gave Rehoboam very good advice: “Be a servant
to the people.” Rehoboam did not like what the elders said. He asked some
young men he had grown up with what he should do. These young men said,
“Tell them you are far more powerful than your father Solomon, and their
lives will be much harder under your rule.”

Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam to hear his reply. He
told them, “My father disciplined you; 1 will discipline you even further.”

When the people heard Rehoboam's reply, they rebelled against him.
Because of Rehoboam's foolish and prideful sin, the people of God were now
divided into two nations. King Rehoboam was king over Judah, and King
Jeroboam was king over Israel.

Christ Connection: Rehoboam rejected good advice, and his foolish
pride led to a divided kingdom. Jesus, the truly wise King, unitesall who
trust in Him and brings them into His kingdom forever.
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Bible Story

A KINGDOM DIVIDED
1 Kings 1—13

Unit 13 Memory Verse

May all the peoples of the earth know that

the LORD is God. There is no other!
1 Kings 8:60

Bible Story Summary:

King Solomon’s heart turned away from God. So, God said the
kingdom would be divided in two. Later, Solomon’s son, Rehoboam,
became king. Wise men gave Rehoboam good advice on how to rule
God’s people. But Rehoboam didn't listen. The people rebelled and made
Jeroboam Kking. The kingdom was divided into Israel and Judah.

Review Questions:
« Why didn’t Rehoboam listen to the wise men?
o Sin causes division and separates people from God.
How does Jesus bring people back to God?
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Divided

INSTRUCTIONS: The kingdom of God's people was divided in two. Draw a line to connect each half to its matching side.
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